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The Australian National University

The First Field Anthropologist?
Nikolai Miklouho-Maclay in Oceania, 1871-1883

How do you go about anthropology in the field when there is little or no precedent in terms of method, and everything you attempt is novel? Trained as a naturalist,
Nikolai Miklouho-Maclay distinguished himself as an ancestor of anthropology by setting out to understand the Papuans of Oceania, by whatever means possible.
Through almost thirteen years in the field, from 1871 to 1883, Maclay conducted long-term intensive fieldwork in single locations such as the Maclay Coast of New
Guinea, supplemented by expeditionary forays across Melanesia and Southeast Asia. He was practicing anthropology in the Torres Strait before Haddon, the Trobriand
Islands before Malinowski, and Manus before Mead. In this paper, | consider how Maclay anticipated and prepared for his travels, what became of his field practice
in the crucible of experience, and why his accumulated technologies of observation and documentation largely failed to inform the subsequent development of

professional anthropology.

Workshop with Ph. D. students and with the team of lecturers of planned Ph.D. study program in Cultural Anthropology aims at providing the insight into the topic of
field research in Cultural Anthropology.

Akce je verejné pristupna a uskutecni se ve stfedu 13. 2. 2019 od 10:30 v prostorach Katedry sociologie, andragogiky a kulturni antropologie FF UP,
trida Svobody 8,
poslucharna bude upresnéna na misté




